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INTRODUCTIONThe Vascular Annual Meeting (VAM) is founded on analyze their data by the January abstract deadline.
the principle that vascular surgeons and endovascular
therapists should be exposed annually to the full scope of
advances in vascular health, and as such, it provides
comprehensive learning opportunities in vascular clinical
practice, research, and science. To support the multidisci-
plinary target audience, it is the product of contributions
from hundreds of vascular surgeons and vascular specialists
from the United States and internationally. Each year, the
Society for Vascular Surgery (SVS) Program Committee
spends the ﬁrst half of the year reviewing the feedback
from the previous meeting and modifying the program to
better meet the needs of those who attend the VAM.
The second half of the year is spent selecting the ab-
stracts for the various sessions; selecting the postgraduate
course topics, breakfast session topics, and committee ses-
sions that address the most important and relevant issues
for those attending the meeting; and then selecting moder-
ators and presenters for the sessions.
The format of the Program is divided into scientiﬁc ses-
sions for peer-reviewed abstract presentation as well as
postgraduate, breakfast, and concurrent sessions.
1. Scientiﬁc sessions. The SVS VAM is committed to be-
ing the primary international vascular meeting that pro-
motes the reporting of new knowledge in vascular
disease management through paper and video presenta-
tions, with open critique from the audience. The pro-
cess of selection is intense. The Program Committee
and Video Review Committee review blinded abstracts
and videos, rating each on originality, quality, and rele-
vance to SVS members. We select the top papers in all
categories related to vascular disease management, and
they will be presented in ﬁve different forums. One
video presentation will be incorporated into each ple-
nary session.
a. Plenary presentations. We will continue to have peer-
reviewed papers as the centerpiece of our daily plenary
sessions. A 7-minute presentation with 7 minutes for
discussion allows ample debate on each paper.
b. Rapid-paced sessions. During dedicated sessions on
Saturday afternoon, we will hear these papers,
many of which are among the highest rated and
have a critical point to make that can be presented
in 3 minutes. This is an efﬁcient way for SVS at-
tendees to get a broad-based education in vascular
disease management.
c. Late-breaking session. This session is used to high-
light multi-institutional trials that were unable toJ Vasc Surg 2014;59:1S-3S
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sion, which is “hot off the press.”
d. Oral poster sessions. The poster sessions have become
one of the highest rated at the VAM. The SVS Pro-
gram Committee has accepted 120 posters on clin-
ical and research topics that will be initially placed
in the Exhibit Hall and then presented during the
poster session on Friday afternoon to small groups
of surgeons with similar interests. After the posters
are graded by peers, the best 10 posters will be pre-
sented at a championship round plenary session on
Saturday. The audience will vote for the best posters,
and prizes will be awarded to the top three presenta-
tions at the plenary session.
e. International forum. Last year was the inaugural for
this category, which is composed of abstracts sub-
mitted by international authors and vetted through
the Chairs of the International Relations Commit-
tee. The enthusiastic and positive feedback promp-
ted us to expand the session this year. Each
presentation is allotted 5 minutes for delivery and
another 5 minutes for discussion.
2. Postgraduate courses. These courses provide an op-
portunity for SVS members to take three separate
courses before the ofﬁcial start of the meeting. Six
topics identiﬁed through membership feedback, from
endovascular to open surgery, this year including sur-
geon innovation, new technology, leadership, deep
venous thrombosis/ﬁlters, chronic limb ischemia, and
thoracic aortic disease management, will be offered to
SVS members. For many SVS members, the postgrad-
uate courses are an efﬁcient way to get additional
continuing medical education (CME) credits covering
a variety of vascular topics, and it is much more cost-
effective to attend these courses while also attending
the VAM.
3. Breakfast sessions. The SVS CME committee has
selected broad-based topics of interest to various seg-
ments of our society. The daily breakfast topics this
year range from acute aortic emergencies to closure/ac-
cess, vascular infections, amputations/wound care, and
understanding of national databases as well as talks
focusing on asymptomatic carotid disease, dialysis ac-
cess, posteendovascular aneurysm repair interventions,
and multispecialty elective and emergent/rescue proce-
dures. Each year, the topics are selected on the basis of
the feedback that we receive from our membership dur-
ing the previous year’s meeting, and we will continue to
change the topics to meet your needs.
4. Concurrent sessions. These 1½-hour afternoon ses-
sions are an opportunity for SVS committees and afﬁli-
ated organizations to discuss a broad range of topics of1S
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sion for physicians who work at Veterans Administra-
tion Hospitals as well as a joint session with the
Society for Thoracic Surgery and once again a joint ses-
sion with the European Society for Vascular Surgery.
The Postgraduate Courses are again held on
Wednesday, one day in advance of the ofﬁcial start of the
meeting. The Postgraduate Education Committee has
put together an excellent compilation of topics featuring
speakers who are truly renowned experts. In addition, the
Breakfast sessions will support the educational mission
with issues that vascular surgeons face every day in their
practices. This year, we have again focused on avoiding
redundancy in regard to both the subject matter and the
speakers. The Vascular and Endovascular Surgery Society
or VESS (formerly the Peripheral Vascular Surgery Society)
will again hold their meeting on Wednesday so that their
members can attend and participate in the entire SVS
meeting. Approximately 550 abstracts were submitted
from authors throughout the world, and the vigorous se-
lection process by the Program Committee has produced
a balanced, broad-based venue inclusive of national and in-
ternational contributors with relevant educational opportu-
nities for both the practicing vascular specialist in the
community and academically based vascular health profes-
sionals. We will continue to provide basic science research
reviews, as selected by the Research and Education Commit-
tee, integrated into the Plenary sessions. We will again have
a session titled “Beyond the Journal of Vascular Surgery:
‘Top Ten’ Papers Relevant to Vascular Surgery”; this has
been enormously popular with recent VAM attendees.
The educational venue for medical students, surgical
residents, and fellows will again be particularly robust, hav-
ing grown exponentially during the past few years. This
year we will again feature a dedicated SVS Vascular Quality
Initiative Annual Report session. Back by popular demand
are the Wednesday afternoon Concurrent sessions, the
VAM Mobile App, the Poster Competition, Clinical De-
bates Session, Exhibitor Education/Training Pavilions,
and Plenary and Breakfast session downloads. The Exhibit
Hall layout is new and improved; in addition, there will be
Wi-Fi access throughout the Convention Hall.
This supplement is a collaborative project between the
SVS Program Committee and the Journal of Vascular
Surgery. It outlines the scope of educational activities avail-
able at the annual meeting, allowing attendees to plan their
time at the VAM most effectively. We have published all
peer-reviewed abstracts that will be presented at the
VAM in this supplement, including plenary sessions,
rapid-paced papers, the VESS session, the International
Forum, and the posters, so that they can be read before
the meeting. As always, the highlights of the VAM are
the Presidential Address, where we showcase our President,
Julie Freischlag , and the E. Stanley Crawford Critical
Issues Forum entitled Appropriate Use of Vascular Surgery
ProceduresdDo We Have a Problem? moderated by our
incoming President, Peter Lawrence. We will again offerthe John Homans lecture, and President Freischlag has
invited Wesley Moore to speak about his career-long con-
tributions to cerebrovascular disease.
This year we anticipate that the VAM will be an excep-
tional meeting; make your plans now to attend. The loca-
tion of the meeting in Boston will provide an opportunity
for attendees to take advantage of the city’s history, cultural
attractions, and excellent cuisine. We look forward to
seeing you in Boston and hearing your suggestions to
continue improving our Vascular Annual Meeting.
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